
AP Exam Review Unit Ten 

Anxiety, Dictatorships, WWII 

Ca. 1919 - 1945 



The “Age of Anxiety” 1914-1950 
• WWI ushered in a new world characterized by 

continual change and chaos 
– War was a staggering blow to Western civilization 
– Many people felt as if the world they knew had been 

turned upside down, and they had little control to 
change things for the better. 

– People saw themselves living in an age of continual 
crisis 
• WWI 
• Russian Revolutions 
• Instability of the 1920s 
• Great Depression 
• WWII 
• Beginning of the Cold War 



Impact of Second Scientific Revolution 

• Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution 
– Human behavior can be characterized as a survival 

mechanism 

• Sigmund Freud’s Id, Ego, Superego 
– Human behavior is much more irrational (driven by 

instinctual drives) than the Enlightenment thinkers 
had believed 

• “New Physics” 
– The Curies 
– Max Planck’s Quanta Theory 
– Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 

• Goodbye Newton!!! 



Impact of Modern Philosophy 

• Pre-war critics of Western Civ rejected the 
general faith in progress and the power of the 
rational mind 
– Friedrich Nietzsche 

• “God is dead” 

• Ubermenschen 

– Henri Bergson 
• Experience trumps rationalism 

– Georges Sorel 
• Syndicalism (aka anarchism) 

 



Postwar Philosophy and Science 
• Modern Philosophy takes two directions 

– Logical Positivism - Wittgenstein 
• Philosophy is only the logical clarification of thoughts that 

relate to actual concrete experiences 

– Existentialism – Sartre and Camus 
• Life was absurd and without meaning  Individual must find 

his own meaning 

• “Age of Heroic Physics” 
– Ernest Rutherford split the atom in 1919 

– Werner Heisenberg established the principle of 
uncertainty 
• Universe was now “relative” – uncertain and undetermined 

• In fact, physics no longer provided any real answers about 
the natural world 

 



Art in the “Age of Anxiety” 

• Literature 
– Anti-utopian 

• Spengler 
• Eliot 
• Kafka 
• Orwell 

– “Lost Generation” 
• Fitzgerald 
• Hemingway 
• Valery 

• Mass Entertainment 
– Movies 

• Main form of mass culture 
throughout the 1930s and 1940s 

– Radio 
• Most important consumer item in 

the interwar period 

– Both used for propaganda 
purposes 

• Art 
– Cubism – Picasso 
– Dadaism – Nonsense 
– Surrealism – Dali 
– Abstract Expressionism 

• Kandinsky 
• Pollock 

• Architecture 
– Bauhaus – Gropius 

• Form follows function 

• Music 
– Stravinsky and Schonberg 

experiment with tonality 
 



The Weimar Republic 
• Revolution of Nov. 1918 

– Kaiser Wilhelm was ousted and the Weimar Republic was 
created under the leadership of the SPD. 

• Armistice Day Nov. 11, 1918 
– Germany surrendered, ending WWI. 

• Threats from the left 
– Spartacist Uprising in January 1919 led by communist Rosa 

Luxemburg 

• Reliance on the military 
– Weimar gov’t became a prisoner of the military, esp the 

Freikorps, who were extremely anti-communist 

• The “Diktat” – Treaty of Versailles 
– Since the Weimar Republic signed the Treaty of Versailles, it 

was blamed for the territorial losses and the reparations. 
– Conservatives argued that it “stabbed Germany in the back” 



Problems for the Weimar Republic 

• Constitution included: 
– President 

– Reichstag (universal male and female suffrage) 

– Multi-party system led to gov’t by coalition 

– Chancellor & Cabinet (responsible to the President) 

– Chancellor could rule by emergency decree 

• Threats from the Right: 
– Kapp Putsch of 1920 

• Failed due to general workers strike 

– Beer Hall Putsch of 1923 
• Failed due to support of military 



The Ruhr Crisis of 1923 
• Versailles Reparations were too high to pay 

• In response, France occupied the industrial Ruhr valley 

• In response, Weimar advocated passive disobedience 

• Effect: Runaway inflation hit Germany when it printed 
money to pay its many expenditures 
– Social Revolution: Middle class savings were wiped out  

Middle class resentment for Weimar Republic began here 
 Blame Jews, communists, Western gov’ts 

• Resolution: Gustav Stresemann called off passive 
resistance and created a better reparations schedule 
with France 
– How? Dawes Plan of 1924 

• US loans  Germany  Britain and France  US banks 

 



Superficial Peace and Prosperity 

• The Locarno Pact of 1925 

– Germany agreed to western borders with Belgium 
and France 

– Agreed to pursue peaceful means of diplomacy 

– Germany allowed to join L of N in 1926 

• Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 

– Renounced the use of war, but there was no real 
enforcement mechanism 



Britain during the 1920s  

• Wartime trend toward greater social equality 
continued 
– Female suffrage extended in 1928 

• Unemployment plagued Britain at 12% 
– 1926 General Strike started by coal miners 

• Labour Party helps advance social welfare 
– Replaced the Liberal Party in 1924 
– Pushed through unemployment benefits, subsidized 

housing, medical aid, and old-age pensions 

• Southern, Catholic Ireland gains home rule in 1922 
after their War for Independence 
– Ulster remains a part of Great Britain 



French Foreign Policy 
• French foreign policy was dominated by the search 

for security, between the wars. 

• President Poincare did the following to secure 
France from German attack: 
– Secret pact with Belgium: 1920 

– Secret pact with Poland: 1921 

– Secret pacts with Czech, Yugoslavia,  and Romania: 
1921-27 (“Little Entente”) 

• Maginot Line: built under Poincare’s administration 
on the French-German border to protect from 
German invasion. 
– Failure because it did not cover the Belgian border, and 

because all the guns were fixed facing Germany. 

 



The Great Depression 
• ST Cause in USA 

– Stock Market Crash 1929 

• Causes in Europe 
– US bankers recalled loans to Europe, essentially liquidating 

European banks 
– US instituted protective tariffs and other nations followed 

suit 
– Britain went off the Gold Standard in 1931, and other 

nations followed suit 

• Impact of Depression on Europe 
– Shattered the superficial optimism and cooperation of 

European political leaders 
– Mass unemployment hit many countries 

• Germany had it worst (43%) 



Response to Depression 
• General response: 

– Cut spending 
– Raise protective tariffs 

• Keynesian Economics – “Spend, spend, spend” 
– Only adopted by USA (to a small extent) and Scandinavian  

(MOST SUCCESSFUL) countries 

• British recovery 
– Despite cutting spending, recovered well due to economic 

nationalism and transition from export economy to domestic 
economy 

• French lack of recovery 
– Depression hit France later than most countries 
– However, once it hit, fear of fascists led to formation of a 

Popular Front gov’t (coalition of left and center against right) 
– Events of late 1930s kept France politically divided due to strong 

presence of French Fascists 



Soviet Russia: 1917-1828 

• Between 1917 and 1928, the new Bolshevik 
government established Soviet power in 
Russia and enacted Soviet policies. 

• There are three major themes of this period in 
Soviet history: 
– Military & internal problems 

• Russian Civil War 
• USSR formed to suppress nationalism 

– Development of economic policies 
• NEP – the necessary step backwards 

– Power struggle between Stalin & Trotsky 
• “Socialism in one country” vs. “Int’l Revolution” 
• Stalin wins…DUH!!! 



Stalin’s “Revolution From Above”  
• With Stalin’s rise to power, the NEP was 

ended. 
• Stalin was typified by the following: 

– Purges: to insure personal loyalty to Stalin & his 
communist system. 

– Collectivization of Agriculture 
• Elimination of the Kulaks 

– Identification of the State & the Communist Party: 
all in his own person. 
• Cult of Personality (compare to Louis XIV) 

– Five Year Plans: to meet emergency needs for 
industrialization and mechanization. 
• Complete nationalization of industry 
• Focused on heavy industry at expense of consumer 

goods – Second plan was extremely successful!! 



Conservative Authoritarianism vs. 
Totalitarianism 

• Conservative Author. 
– Regimes sought to 

preserve the status quo 

– Popular participation in 
gov’t was forbidden 

– Lacked complete control 
over subject’s private lives 
due to lack of modern 
communications 
technology 

• Totalitarianism 
• Leftist: Communism 

• Right wing: Fascism 

– Sought mobilization of the 
population for attainment 
of a radical goal 

– Complete control over the 
population through: 
• Censorship 

• Indoctrination 

• Terror 

– Relied upon modern 
comms and technology 

 

 



FASCISM COMMUNISM* 

Glorification of the state World wide "dictatorship of the proletariat" (classless society)  

Single party; single ruler (dictator) One party (communist) under the control of the Politburo. Dictatorship is 

not the final goal. 

Condemns democracy: rival parties destroy unity. Man is unable to 

successfully govern collectively. 

Condemns capitalism for exploiting workers (“haves” vs. “have nots”) 

Supports the idea of capitalism & owning of private property so long as 

it serves the needs of the state 

Government controls all means of production (industrial & agricultural). 

No private ownership. 

: captains of industry become state economic deputies Economy is centralized under the communist party 

Aggressive nationalism Spread of communism for the benefit of the world's working class 

(Comintern) 

Advocates Social Darwinism (powerful states control weaker ones) Condemns imperialism: advocates a world without nationalism with the 

workers united 

Believes desire for peace shows weakness of gov't Peace is the ultimate goal 

Glorification of war (military sacrifice is glorified) Violent revolution to bring about the "dictatorship of the proletariat." 

War is not the end but merely the means. 

Emphasizes the inequalities among humans Emphasizes the perfectibility of society. Mankind is basically good. 



Rise of Fascism in Italy 
• Causes: 

– Italian nationalists unsatisfied with provisions in Treaty of 
Versailles 

– Economic problems after war causes strikes and class 
tension 

– Lack of support for liberal constitutional government in Italy 
– Wealthy classes grew more fearful of a communist 

revolution 
• Willing to support a strong anti-communist leader 

• Rise to power 
– Benito Mussolini and his “Black Shirts” frightened the middle 

classes into supporting his Fascist party 
– 1922 – “March on Rome” 

• Becomes prime minister, but the existing government system is not 
changed 



Mussolini’s Fascist Italy 

• Economically, Mussolini adopted Corporatism 
– “Everything in the state, nothing outside the state, 

nothing against the state” 
– All independent labor unions were organized into gov’t 

controlled groups 

• Politically, Mussolini never became a totalitarian 
dictator 
– Failed to control Italian leisure activities 
– Old power structure remained largely intact 

• 1929 Lateran Pact with the Vatican 

– Did not establish a ruthless police state 
• Terror tactics were minimal during his rule 



The Rise of National Socialism in 
Germany 

• Extreme nationalism + racism = Nazism 

• Rise of Adolf Hitler 
– Use of Brown Shirts in Famous Beer Hall Putsch of 

1923 in Munich 

• Hitler’s Mein Kampf 
– Lebensraum 

– Anti-semitism 

– Anti-communism 

– Aryan superiority 



Fall of Weimar Germany and Rise of 
Nazi Germany 

• Fall of the Weimar Republic 
– Due to the Great Depression 

• 1930 Reichstag Election: The Nazi party began to gain a significant # 
of seats, but did not get a majority 
– Began to gain support from the conservative business leaders and 

military leaders 
– Promised to rebuild economy and Germany’s military glory 

• Election of 1932:  
– Hindenberg won the Presidency, but Hitler had a lot of support. 
– The Nazi party gained more seats in the Reichstag, but still did not 

have a majority. 

• Jan. 30, 1933: Hindenberg appointed Hitler Chancellor in a coalition 
cabinet.  
– Reichstag Fire takes place just before new elections 
– Hitler blames the communists and wins over the middle class 

 



Consolidation of Power 

• After the Reichstag fire, Hitler invoked the 
emergency clause of the constitution and ruled by 
decree. 
– Reichstag passed the Enabling Act in March, which 

gave Hitler dictator power for 4 years 

– After this, the rest of Hitler’s powers were taken by 
seizure, terror, and dictatorship. 

• To ensure military support after Hindenburg’s 
death, Hitler purged the more radical SA leadership 
– Used the newly formed SS 

– Gained the complete support of the Germany military 

– The Third Reich has been established!!! 



Life in the Third Reich 

• Ministry of propaganda sought indoctrination 
– Led by Joseph Goebbles who utilized movies and radio 

to establish the cult of personality 

– Hitler Youth: Indoctrination through education 

• SS and the Gestapo used terror tactics to enforce 
obedience to the “general will” 

• Persecution of Jews 
– Nuremburg Laws of 1935 

– Kristallnacht 1938 

– Concentration camps in Germany 1939-1945 

– Ghettos  Death Camps in Poland 1942-1945 

 



Hitler’s Economic Reconstruction 
• Economic recovery under Hitler  Major 

reason for his popularity during the 1930s 

• Four Year Plans 
– Through deficit spending, massive public works 

programs established to reduce unemployment to 
zero. 

– Massive rearmament contributed heavily to 
economic recovery 

• To further promote his plans, Hitler instituted 
forced labor conscription, the abolition of 
unions, and the Nazi Youth. 



THE ROAD TO WWII 

• Failure of collective security and peace 
– Treaty of Versailles and Article 231 sowed the 

seeds of WWII 

– Paper treaties of the 1920s had no enforcement 
mechanisms 
• “Locarno Pact” of 1925 

• Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 

– Economic Rivalry 
• high protective tariffs cut down on free trade (esp. hurt 

nations w/o colonial markets),  

• great depression hurt markets, 

• resurgence of economic nationalism 

• Growth of fascism in Italy and Germany 

• Failure of democracies in Eastern Europe 

 



The Lousy League of Nations 

• Failure of the League of 
Nations: 
– Didn’t have the power to 

enforce its decisions and was 
powerless to prevent war. 

– Economic sanctions could be 
imposed by the League, but it 
could only recommend that 
member nations abide by 
these.   

– Member nations only abided 
by League decisions if they 
furthered their own interests 

– US did not join the League of 
Nations. 

• The LON was discredited by 
its failure in the following 
places: 
– 1931: Japanese invasion of 

Manchuria (LON did nothing 
to prevent Japan’s action) 

– 1935: Italian invasion of 
Ethiopia: The LON applied 
economic sanctions but 
member nations refused to 
abide by them. 

– 1935: German rearmament: 
Ignored by the LON 

– 1936: German militarization 
of the Rhineland: the allies 
protested, but the LON did 
nothing. 



Hitler’s Road to War 
• Three violations of Versailles 

– 1935: German rearmament  
– 1936: German occupation of the Rhineland 
– 1938: Austrian anschluss 

• 1936-39: German & Italian participation in the Spanish Civil War 
– Franco becomes Fascist dictator of Spain 

• March 1938: Munich Conference “APPEASEMENT” 
– Hitler was given the Sudetenland in return for a promise that he 

would not annex the rest of Czechoslovakia 

• Sept. 1938: Hitler invaded Prague & annexed the rest  of 
Czechoslovakia. 
– The allies responded by agreeing to protect Poland. 

• August 1939: Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact 
– 10 year non-aggression pact between the USSR & Hitler which 

secretly split Poland between the two nations and gave the Baltic 
states to the USSR (Cleared the way for Hitler’s invasion of 
Poland). 

• Sept. 1, 1939: Hitler invaded Poland, quickly conquering it with 
Blitzkreig 
– In response, the allies declared war. 

 



WWII – 1939-1945 

• European Theatre 
– 1940 

• Fall of France 
• Battle of Britain 

– 1941 
• Invasion of USSR 
• Battle of Atlantic 

– 1942 
• Stalingrad (TP!) 
• El Alamein (kinda TP!) 
• Operation Torch 
• “Final Solution” begins 

– 1943 
• Italian campaign 

– 1944 
• D-Day (WESTERN FRONT) 
• Battle of the Bulge 

– 1945 
• Soviets reach Berlin first!!! 

• Pacific Theatre 
– Attack on Pearl Harbor 

December 1941 
– TP: Midway 
– Strategy: Island Hopping 
– End game: A-bomb the 

Japanese homeland 
• Hiroshima 
• Nagasaki 

– Why? 
• Save American lives 
• Save Japanese lives 
• End the war quickly, esp. 

because… 
• Soviets were about enter the 

war in the Pacific 



Diplomacy During the War 
• Atlantic Charter - August 1940 

– Postwar goals of Britain and USA 
• National self-determination!!! 

• Casablanca Conference – 1943 
– Grand Alliance agrees to only accept Germany’s unconditional 

surrender 
– Agreed to Italian campaign before France 

• Teheran Conference – 1943 
– Allies agreed to creation of two-front war through Western invasion of 

Nazi-occupied France 
– Sets the stage for the Cold War (“Iron Curtain”) 

• Yalta Conference – February 1945 
– Germany split into 4 zones after the war 
– UN would be established 
– Liberated regions would be given national self-determination through 

free elections 

• Potsdam Conference – July 1945 
– Stalin reverses his position on free elections 
– Cold War has officially begun!! 

 
 



Results of the War 
• Significant human loss 

– 40 million in Europe; 20 million in the USSR alone 

– Civilian bombing becomes heavily used throughout 
war! 

– Holocaust resulted in death of 2/3 of Europe’s Jewish 
population 

• Millions of refugees wandering Europe 

• Complete economic destruction of Europe 

• Women played an even greater role in the “total 
war” effort of WWII 

• Emergence of two Super Powers and the 
beginning of the Cold War 



Why did Germany lose? 
• This has been an FRQ question: 
• Military 

– Three Front War: France, Italy, and USSR 
– Wrong friends 

• Italy was terrible! 
• Japan drew Germany into war with the USA 

– Blunders 
• Gave up on Britain in 1940 
• Invasion of USSR in 1941 
• Declaration of war on USA in December 1941 

• Economy 
– Industrial capacity did not match USA 
– Allied bombing of German cities destroyed crucial factories 
– Use of concentration camp labor not effective 
– Too much energy spent on “Final Solution” 
– Failed to shift to total war until 1943…too little, too late! 

 


