
Labor Movement and Political Reform 



Luddites! 

• In 1812, craftsmen in 
northern England 
utilized collective action 
to achieve an objective! 

– Objective: Destroy the 
machines that 
threatened their jobs! 

– Result: FAIL! Parliament 
passed the “Machine-
Breaking” Act, and many 
were executed! 



Growth of Trade Unions 

• Unionization 
– Workers of the same trade 

joined together to obtain 
two objectives 
• Limit entry to their trade 

• Obtain better benefits 

– In support of Laissez-faire, 
Parliament passed the 
Combination Acts of 1799  
• outlawed unions and strikes 

– Due to the general disregard 
for this law through the 
increase in strikes, 
Parliament repealed the acts 
in 1824 

 



Grand National Consolidated Trades 
Union 

• Robert Owen sought to 
develop a national 
union in 1834 

– Goal: Coordinate a 
general strike for the 
eight-hour working day 

• The effort would quickly 
collapse, and craft-
specific unions would 
become the norm! 



Abolitionism in 19th Century England 

• Profits from the slave 
trade were used to start 
the IR 

• Free labor movement 
– Believed slave labor 

would hurt expansion of 
industry 

• 1807 – End of slave 
trade 

• 1833 – Abolition of 
slavery in British empire 



Political Reform in 19th Century Britain 

• Only 6% of population could 
vote in 1800 
– Calls for democratic reform 

grew, but they were 
suppressed by conservative 
Tories (reacting to FR) 

• Reform Bill 1832 
– Whigs gain control of the 

Commons and reforms the 
representation of England 

• Extend seats of Parliament to 
the new urban, industrial 
areas of the North 

• Extended right to vote to the 
upper middle class – 12% of 
the population could now 
vote! 



Chartist Movement 

• People’s Charter of 1838 
– Universal male suffrage 

– Elimination of property 
qualifications for MPs 

• By 1848, the movement 
died without success! 
– However, it successfully 

organized millions of 
working class British and 
provided them with a 
sense of class-
consciousness! 



Impact of Industrialization 

• Sparked the Age of 
Imperialism 
– Increased competition 

among industrialized 
countries 

– Rise of Global inequality 

• Sparked a powerful 
movement of social and 
political reform! 
– Social Criticism 

– Socialism 


