


 How to win a two-front 
war! 
 Attack and defeat 

France quickly 
 Then, rush east and 

defeat Russia 

 Two problems: 
 Underestimated the 

ability of Russia to 
mobilize 

 Defeat at the First Battle 
of the Marne 



 Germany’s plan for a quick 
victory turned into trench 
warfare on the Western 
Front 
 Both sides clashed for 

small gains in land over a 
500 mile front 

 The human cost of this 
type of fighting was 
horrendous 
 At Verdun and the 

Somme, over 1 million 
men were lost! 

 What effect did this have 
on the mentality of WWI 
veterans? 





 First large-scale use of 
modern weapons 
 Improvement of 

machine guns 
 Long-range guns – anti-

aircraft guns 
 Tanks – introduced by 

the British 
 Airplanes – “dogfights” 
 Poison gas 
 Submarine – introduced 

by the Germans 



 Russia struggled due to 
its lack of 
industrialization 
 It lacked supplies and 

relied on its Allies to 
provide them 

 Russia’s Strength – It’s 
massive population 
 Though it suffered huge 

losses, Russia just kept 
sending people, which 
caused another 
stalemate on the Eastern 
Front 



 Gallipoli Campaign 
 Allies fail to gain access to 

the Black Sea and supply 
Russia 

 Arab Nationalists rise up 
against the Ottoman 
Empire 

 Colonial peoples 
participated by sending 
soldiers (India, Nigeria) 
 Why? 

 Japan joins the Allies and 
takes Germany’s colonies 
in Asia 



 Though America remained neutral, it 
aided the allied powers, esp. Britain 

 1915 – German use of unrestricted sub 
warfare to counter-blockade Britain 
 Sinking of the Lusitania 
 American protest puts an end to 

German policy 

 Two reasons for American involvement: 
 1917 – Germans revive unrestricted 

sub warfare 
 Starve Britain before America can 

mobilize! 

 January 1917 - Zimmerman Note 
 Proposed alliance between Germany 

and Mexico 

 April 1917 – Declaration of war 
 But it took almost a year for 

Americans to land in Europe…why 
couldn’t the Germans complete their 
objective? 



 Governments devoted all 
of their domestic resources 
to the war effort 
 Complete takeover of the 

economy! 

 Government power 
became more 
authoritarian – even 
Britain and France 

 Why was this necessary? 

 Why did it work so well at 
first? 



 Fighting became more 
effective – yet more 
destructive! 
 Unskilled laborers and 

aristocracy experienced most 
deaths on the battlefield! 

 Socialism became realistic 
and quite popular! 
 Social equality temporarily 

increased! 
 Labor unions gained more 

respect and government 
acceptance 

 “Separate spheres” were 
abolished, and women 
became vital parts of the 
economy 
 Rewarded with the right to 

vote after the war! 



 1914-15 

 General mood: Enthusiasm and excitement for war! 

 Labor unions and socialists demonstrated true nationalism 

 1916-17 

 General mood: War-weariness and defeatism 

 National unity began to disintegrate 

 Class conflict began to reappear 

 Labor unions and socialists called for peace 

 Key questions? 
 What delayed revolution in the Central Powers? 

 Why were the allies less susceptible to domestic disputes? 



 Armenians were a Christian 
minority in the Ottoman 
empire 
 Since the 1880s, they 

demanded independence 

 When war broke out, 
Armenians supported the 
allies 

 In response, the Turks 
deported 2 million 
Armenians 
 Over 600,000 died of 

starvation or were killed by 
Turkish soldiers 

 The world condemned these 
actions but did NOTHING! 


