
The Beginning of the Cold War 



Growing Tension during WWII 

• At the end of WWII, the 
world saw the birth of two 
superpowers – USA and 
USSR 

• The USA was not a fan of 
communism, and it was 
upset with the Nazi-Soviet 
Pact 

• The USSR was not a fan of 
capitalism, and it was 
upset with the late arrival 
of a Western Front 

Hey guys, 
what’s 

up? 

Shut up, 
Nazi boy! 

This Stalin 
dude is so 
annoying! 



The Iron Curtain descends at Potsdam 

• At Yalta, Stalin promised FDR 
free elections for Eastern 
Europe 

• In July 1945, Truman and Stalin 
met at Potsdam 
– Truman pushed Stalin for free 

elections, but… 
– Stalin said that communism and 

capitalism could not coexist 

• Stalin created satellite nations 
by installing communist 
governments in Eastern Europe 
– Churchill said an iron curtain had 

fallen across Europe 
– Separating the Democratic West 

from the Communist East 

 
 



Policy of Containment 

• Truman promoted 
containment 
– Stopping the expansion of 

communism 

• Truman Doctrine 
– Provide aid to countries 

resisting communism 

– Gave $400 million to Greece 
and Turkey 

• Marshall Plan 
– Provide economic support to 

Western Europe after the war 
• Why? 

– Promote democracy and 
capitalism! 



The Berlin Airlift 

• USA, France, and Britain 
unified their zones of 
Germany 

• In protest, Stalin cut off all 
supply routes to West Berlin – 
which lay in East Germany 
– Stalin wanted the West to give 

up control of part of Berlin 

• Allies flew in food for 11 
months to keep West Berlin 
from starving 
– Stalin finally gave up 

– West Berlin began to thrive 
under democratic principles 



Containment: Success or Failure? 

• Containment in Europe 

– Truman Doctrine  

– Marshall Plan  

– Berlin Airlift  

 

• The Globalization of the 
Cold War 

– Chinese Civil War  

– Korean War  

– Vietnam War  

 
Not South 

Korea!! 



The World Takes Sides 
• Formation of NATO - 

1949 

– 10 Western European 
nations, including 
Canada and USA 

– Designed to protect 
against Soviet aggression 

• Warsaw Pact – 1955 

– Soviet Union and 8 
Eastern European 
Countries 

– However, China 
distrusted the Soviets 
and stayed out! 

 



Peaceful Coexistence? 

• After Stalin’s death, 
Khrushchev promoted the 
belief that communism 
and capitalism could 
coexist 
– 1956: Suez Crisis 

• However, peaceful 
coexistence really meant 
peaceful competition 
– Would tensions continue to 

decrease? 



The Arms Race – “Mutual Deterrence” 

• By 1949, the Soviets had 
their own A-bomb 

• By 1953, both countries had 
Hydrogen Bombs 
– WAY more powerful than the 

A-bomb! 

• Creation of the U-2 
– CIA-sponsored high altitude 

spy flights to observe Soviet 
arms production 

• Policy of brinkmanship 
– Developed under Pres. 

Eisenhower 

– Any attack would lead to 
instant and deadly retaliation 



The Space Race 

• In 1957, Soviets developed 
the first ICBM and placed 
Sputnik in space 

• In 1958, the Americans 
poured money into science 
and put up their own 
satellite 

• In 1961, Soviets are the 
first to put a man in space 

• In 1969, America lands on 
the moon first! 

 



Strategies of the Cold War 

• Foreign Aid 
– Marshall Plan 

• Propaganda 
– Radio Free Europe 

• Espionage 
– U-2 Spy Plane 
– CIA vs KGB 

• Brinkmanship 
– Cuban Missile Crisis 

• Multinational Alliances 
– NATO vs Warsaw Pact 
– CENTO and SEATO 

• Surrogate Wars 
– Part of decolonization! 


