
Moving toward Totalitarianism in the 
USSR 



Lenin’s Socialist Experiment 

• New Economic Policy 
– Not communism 

– A combination of socialism 
and capitalism 

– Why was it necessary? 

– Was it successful? How? 

• USSR 
– Goal: To contain 

nationalism 

– Led by the Communist 
Party 

– Lenin was Dictator! 



The Struggle for Power 

Leon Trotsky  Joseph Stalin 



The Man of Steel 

• Why did Stalin succeed? 
– After Lenin’s stroke, Stalin 

put his supporters into 
important party positions 

– Supported the philosophy 
behind the USSR 

– “Socialism within one 
country” more popular than 
Trotsky’s internationalism 

• In 1927, he defeated 
Trotsky for total command 
of the Communist Party 
– How did he do this? 

– Lenin knew that Stalin was a 
dangerous man 



Totalitarian Rule under Stalin 

• Stalin believed it was time 
for the USSR to take its 
place among the world’s 
most economically 
powerful 

• So, he took complete 
control over every aspect of 
people’s lives 

• Personal freedom, privacy, 
and the worth of the 
individual were not valued! 

 

“We are fifty or a 
hundred years behind 

the advanced countries. 
We must make good this 

distance in ten years.” 



The Revolution From Above 

• Stalin established a command 
economy 
– Gov’t makes ALL economic decisions 

• Creation of ambitious Five-Year Plans 
to develop the USSR 
– Industrial Reform 

• Focused on heavy industry at the expense 
of consumer goods 

• HOW? 
– Massive gov’t investment financed by 

TAXES!!! 
– Firm control of labor 
– Foreign engineers 

• Effects 
– Highly successful!!!! 
– Urbanization 
– However, standard of living did not rise! 
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Collectivization: A Return to Serfdom? 

• Agricultural reform 
– Turned private farms into 

collective farms 
• Designed to modernize agriculture 

and produce food to feed Stalin’s 
Industrial Five-year plan 

• By 1938, 93% of peasants lived on 
collective farms 

– Elimination of kulaks 

• Success? 
– Economically – ? 

• 1st Plan – Devastating 
• 2nd Plan – Began the process of 

modernizing agriculture 

– Politically – Yes 
• Eliminated the peasant threat 
• 10 million perished! 



Stalin’s Methods of Control 

• Police Terror 
– Use of gulags for enemies 

of the state 
– Great Purge 1937 

• 8-13 million deaths 
• “no one was secure; 

everyone had to serve the 
party and its leader with 
redoubled devotion” 

• Indoctrination 
– Controlled the education 

system – from preschool to 
university 

– Emphasized loyalty to the 
Communist state 



Stalin’s Methods of Control 

• Censorship 
– All forms of communication 

were closely monitored by 
the secret police 

• Propaganda 
– Arts were used to promote 

the ideals of Communism 

– Artists were highly rewarded 
for their contributions 

• Religious persecution 
– Official religion: Atheism 

– Unofficial religion: Marxism-
Leninism 

– High Priest: Stalin 



Was it all that bad? 

• Economically 
– Zero unemployment 

• Ideologically 
– Crises in the west led many 

to grow hopeful and 
optimistic 

• Socially 
– Free education, medical care, 

childcare 

– Social security 

• How to live well! 
– Get educated! 



Changing Role of Women 

• Women were considered 
completely equal to men 
– Divorce and abortion were 

legalized in the 20s 
• Stalin reversed these policies 

due to declining birth rates 

– Received the right to vote 
– Equal access to education 

• Women entered every field 
of the labor force 
– 1950, 75% of Soviet doctors 

were women 

• However, their #1 job was to 
raise loyal citizens of the 
state 


