
 

Nation-Building in the Age of 

Nationalism 



 

Louis Napoleon and the Second 

Republic 
• Why did the people vote 

for Napoleon’s nephew? 

– Stupidity of the masses? 

– Fear of the middle class 
and peasants? 

• The Political Program 

– National unity and social 
progress 

– Popular sovereignty  
Dictatorial leader 

• Conservative Actions 

– Increased role of the 
Catholic Church 

– Deprived the poor of 
suffrage 



 

Napoleon III’s Second Empire 

• Coup d’etat of 1851 

– Followed by plebiscite 

• Sound familiar! 

• Achievements 

– Economic progress 

• Industrialization 

• Public works projects 

– Urban workers pacified 

• Unions and strikes – ok! 

• Failures 

– Electoral system failed in the 
late 1860s as France faced 
problems abroad 

– More power granted to the 
liberal middle class 



 

The Risorgimento to 1850 

• “Geographical 
Expression” 

– Metternich 

• Unification programs 

– Radical Mazzini 

• Centralized democratic 
republic 

– Religious Gioberti 

• Federation of states led 
by a President-Pope 

– Constitutional Monarchy 

• Unified by Piedmont-
Sardinia 

• Which program is 
accepted? Why? 



 

Italian Unification under Cavour 

• Cavour’s Sardinia 

– Alliance of aristocracy and 
middle class 

– Desired a larger Sardinian 
kingdom 

• War with Austria 1858 

– Limited support from 
France 

– Only gained Lombardy to 
the east 

– Ceded Savoy and Nice to 
France in 1860 



 

Italian Unification under 

Garibaldi 
• Cavour’s war inspired 

nationalist uprisings in 
central Italy 

– “Italy and Victor 
Emmanuel!” 

• Garibaldi’s “Red Shirts” 

– Conquered the Two 
Sicilies in 1860 

– Fearful of Garibaldi’s 
popularity, Cavour sent 
troops to stop Garibaldi in 
Naples 

– Garibaldi stepped aside 
Victor Emmanuel became 
King of Italy 



 

German Confederation Post-

1848 
• Growing tension between 

Prussia and Austria 

– What role did the Zollverein 
play? 

• William I vs. Parliament 

– Parliament refused 
William’s expanded defense 
budget 

– As liberals won the elections 
of 1862, William called on 
Otto von Bismarck to defy 
the liberal Parliament 



 

Otto von Bismarck -- Realpolitik 

• Bismarck’s Desire 

– Build up Prussia’s strength as 
a Great Power 

– Accepted German nationalism 
as route to stronger Prussia 

• Realpolitik 

– Denounced peaceful actions 
of 1848 

– “Blood and Iron” 

– “Might makes right” 

– Completely ignored the liberal 
decisions of Parliament 

• Schleswig-Holstein 

– Austria and Prussia defeat 
Denmark and split the 
territories 

 

 



 

Austro-Prussian War of 1866 

• Clever diplomacy 
neutralizes Russia and 
France 

• The 7-week war 

– Why does Prussia so 
easily defeat Austria? 

– What are the results? 

• Protestant North led by 
Prussia 

• Catholic South remains 
independent but allied 
with Prussia 

 



 

Bismarck Tames Parliament 

• Conservative alliance 
with the liberal, 
nationalistic middle class 

– Creation of Federal 
Constitution with powerful 
national government 

• Lower house elected by 
universal male suffrage 

• Forgiving the liberals! 

– “The victory of our 
principles would have 
brought us misery, whereas 
the defeat of our principles 
has brought boundless 
salvation.” 



 

Franco-Prussian War of 1870 

• How to convince the 
Catholic south to unite 
with Prussia? 

– War with a common 
enemy 

• Bismarck gets France to 
declare war on Prussia 

– Quickly defeats Napoleon 
III and ends the Second 
Empire 

• Kaiser William I crowned 
at Versailles in 1871 

– The new German Empire 
had become the most 
powerful state in Europe 

 



 

Why did these unification 

movements succeed? 

• “New Conservatism” 

– The Aristocracy realized that the nationalistic ideals of 

the urban workers and bourgeoisie could be harnessed 

to temporarily convince the liberals that their ideals 

were not realistic! 

• Constitutional Monarchy? 

– Though universal male suffrage (limited in Italy) was 

granted to appease the lower classes, national power 

rested in the hands of the monarch and his 

conservative cabinet!  


